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WASHINGTON STATE BOUNDARY REVIEW BOARD 

FOR KING COUNTY 
 

R E G U L A R     M E E T I N G     M I N U T E S 

January 10, 2006 

11000 NE 10
th
 Avenue 

Bellevue, Washington 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Charles Booth convened the meeting at 7:00 P.M. 

II.    ROLL CALL 

Evangeline Anderson  Angela Brooks 

Robert Cook   A. J. Culver 

Lynn Guttmann   Ethel Hanis 

Claudia Hirschey  Roger Loschen    

Michael Marchand  Judy Tessandore 

III MINUTES 

A. REGULAR MEETING:   

Chair Booth presented the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 8, 2005 for review 
and action by the Board members.   

Action: A.J. Culver moved and Ethel Hanis seconded the motion to adopt the minutes of 
the Regular Meeting of December 8, 2005. The Board members voted unanimously to 
approve this record.   

IV.    ADMINISTRATION 

A. CHAIR’S REPORT  

General Business: 

Chair Charles Booth and Lenora Blauman reported that the Board is currently working on 
several projects including: (1) coordinating programs with King County Executive/Council 
Work Program; (2) coordinating activities with the State Association to establish Work 
Program at Legislature 2006; (3) administration of the proposed Fairwood Incorporation; (4) 
pre-development review for future Notices of Intention; and (5) monitoring of the Year 2006 
Budget.   Committee members and staff will report on these activities. 

Fire Commissioners Orientation Meeting: Chair Booth reported that Boundary Review 
Board representatives – Booth, Robert Cook, and Robert Kaufman – were invited to meet 
with fire commissioners to provide a presentation on the role of the Boundary Review 
Board.  The meeting took place on January 7.   

Cook reported that the Fire Commissioners, including new and experienced members, 
were interested in learning basic information concerning the Board’s function.  The 
presentation was well-received by the audience.   

Cook suggested that, as the roster of commissioners changes regularly, it might be well to 
offer the basic presentation on an annual basis.  He suggested that water and sewer district 
commissioners might appreciate a similar presentation.  It was suggested that the State 
Association could offer such a presentation to special purpose districts throughout 
Washington. 
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Committee Appointments:  Chair Booth stated that committee appointments are underway.  
He provided members with a preliminary listing of committee assignments for 2006.  

It was suggested that Judy Tessandore join the Personnel Committee to replace Ethel 
Hanis.  Michael Marchand, Chair Elect, will chair the Steering Committee. Other committee 
assignments will remain in place for 2006.   

Orientation Program:  Chair Booth and Lenora Blauman are planning orientation programs 
for 2006.  To date, plans are underway to bring the following persons to speak at 
orientation programs: 

� Annual Growth Report – Presentation by Chandler Felt, Demographer for King County 

� King County Comprehensive Plan – Presentation by Karen Wolf, Office of the King 
County Executive 

� King County Annexation Initiative – Presentation by Elissa Benson/Karen Reed  

Booth and Blauman are also planning to invite a State Legislator to make a presentation to 
the Board on the activities slated at Legislature 2006. 

Fairwood Incorporation Proposal (File No. 2194):  Ethel Hanis, Fairwood Incorporation 
Team Chair, and Lenora Blauman reported that Berk and Associates are continuing work 
on revisions to the “Analysis of the Fiscal Feasibility of the Proposed City of Fairwood.”   
Initial revisions to the Report were transmitted to King County on December 23, 2005. 

King County officials met with Berk & Associates on January 9, 2006 to provide direction for 
further revisions to address matters of interest to King County and to achieve compliance 
with the guidance provided by the Boundary Review Board in the Board’s Report of 
October 17, 2005. 

Berk & Associates report that the updated document will be provided to King County by no 
later than January 17, 2006.  Upon receipt, the document will be transmitted to the Board’s 
Fairwood Incorporation Review Team.   

Hanis reported that the Team will receive the document and present the Study to the full 
Board.   The Team will then establish a plan and schedule for the Fairwood Incorporation to 
be brought forward for public review.  If Berk and Associates successfully completes 
revisions in the estimated timeframe, then the Board may be able to conduct public 
hearings and render decisions for the proposed incorporation in March/April 2006. 

In the course of the public hearing process, the entire Board – together with affected 
government jurisdictions and citizen groups – will evaluate and provide comment upon the 
study through a public review/public hearings process established to consider the 
incorporation proposal (as prescribed by RCW 35.02, RCW 36.93, et seq.).  The Board will 
then make a decision with respect to the application for a new city.  The Board may: (1) 
decide in favor of the incorporation as proposed; or (2) decide in favor of incorporation of a 
new city with modified boundaries; or (3) recommend denial of the incorporation. 

*** 

Blauman reported that, at present, the City of Renton continues to prefer that the proposed 
Maplewood Addition Annexation and the proposed Fairwood Incorporation be presented for 
simultaneous review before the Board so that the citizens of the area may be able to 
examine governance options offered by the City of Renton and by a proposed new City of 
Fairwood.   

*** 

Blauman reported that a new citizens group, “A Greater Renton“, has formed in the 
Fairwood/Cascade Area of unincorporated King County.  The group intends to promote 
annexation to Renton of the Fairwood Area and the Cascade Area.  “A Greater Renton“ is 
hosting a community information meeting on January 24, 2006.  Blauman will attend that 
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meeting to provide citizens with information concerning the role of the Boundary Review 
Board with respect to Notices of Intention for municipal annexations.   

Blauman reported that, in the event that “A Greater Renton” does submit a Notice of 
Intention for annexation which includes properties currently proposed for incorporation as a 
new City of Fairwood, the Board would review this Notice of Intention in accord with the 
provisions of 36.93 RCW.  As prescribed by 36.93 RCW, however, the proposal for 
incorporation of Fairwood must be reviewed by the Board prior to review of a proposed 
Notice of Intention for “A Greater Renton”. 

*** 

The Team will provide regular reports to the Board on the status of the review for both the 
proposed Fairwood Incorporation and the proposed Maplewood Addition Annexation. 

B.   Committee Reports  

Legislative Committee:  Roger Loschen, Charles Booth and Lenora Blauman reported that 
the House Local Government Committee and the Senate Government Operations 
Committee are beginning substantive review processes for legislation addressing the 
Growth Management Act and related topical issues.   

Lobbyist Michael Shaw, who has been attending those meetings, has reported that he is 
watching for bills concerning annexations, special purpose districts, or interlocal 
agreements.  Because this is a biennial session, bills of interest from last year may 
continue to be viable; however, none of those bills has surfaced at this time.  The final day 
to introduce bills will be February 3.   

The King County Council has established a Legislative Work Program which includes bills 
that support the King County Annexation Initiative. More specifically King County supports 
the creation of GMA implementation funding for cities to address capital infrastructure 
improvements.  The County is also seeking legal authority to transfer surface water 
management facilities, properties and local parks facilities and properties to local cities at 
the time of annexation/incorporation.  To date, there is no bill under consideration that 
would affect the review requirements for proposals to create or change municipal 
boundaries or special purpose district boundaries.   

The Association will be meeting in Olympia on January 23 – 25, 2006, to visit with key 
legislators on the House Local Government Committee and on the Senate Government 
Operations Committee.  Those Committees will review legislation germane to boundary 
review boards.   

Budget Committee:  

General Funding Report:  AJ Culver and Lenora Blauman reported that 2006 budget funds 
have been allocated to the Boundary Review Board. These funds are anticipated to be 
sufficient to fund standard expenditures for up to approximately 35 Notice of Intention for 
annexations (including 6 public hearings) and to review the proposed Fairwood 
incorporation.   

If there is a substantial increase in Notices of Intention and/or a substantial increase in 
public hearings for annexation, a supplemental budget request may be necessary.  
Similarly, if there is one or more additional Notices of Intention for incorporations, a 
supplemental budget request is anticipated to be required to enable the Boundary Review 
Board to fulfill its statutory responsibilities.  Staff will closely monitor the budget and keep 
the Budget Committee informed of matters which require attention. 

Funding for Staff Training:  Culver reported that Blauman has requested direction from the 
Board concerning her participation at the National American Planning Association 
Conference slated for April 2006 in San Antonio, Texas.   Blauman reported that the 
Conference Agenda includes several matters of interest to the Board and that she is willing 
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to attend this event.  Blauman also reported that she is willing to subsidize a portion of the 
funding for the Conference in order to reduce the burden on the Board.  

Action:  A.J. Culver moved and Lynn Guttmann seconded a motion to support Mrs. 
Blauman’s attendance at the Annual National American Planning Association 
Conference.  The motion was adopted by a unanimous vote. 

C.   Executive Secretary’s Report 

North Highline: Citizens of the North Highline Area continue to have a wide variety of 
opinions concerning preferred future governance of their area.  Some prefer annexation to 
Burien.  Others prefer annexation to Seattle.  Some citizens would prefer to incorporate as 
a new city.  Some citizens prefer to remain in unincorporated King County.  

On January 3, 2006 citizens of Boulevard Park, a neighborhood within the North Highline 
District, sent a letter to the Boundary Review Board (via Mrs. Blauman) indicating a plan to 
incorporate their community as the District of Duwamish (DODAH).   

As of January 10, the Clerk of the King County Council reports that the official proposal has 
not yet been submitted to the County as required by Chapter 35.02 RCW.  Upon receipt of 
a legally sufficient proposal, the Board will be required to set a public meeting to enable the 
leaders of DODAH to present their plans for the function and structure of the new City.  The 
public meeting must take place within 30 days of receipt of that completed official proposal. 

Governor’s Workshop and Reception for Boards and Commissions (December 15, 2005) 

Blauman reported that Board members and staff were invited to an Information Workshop 
and Reception hosted by the Office of the Governor.  The purpose of the meeting was to 
provide baseline information about policies and regulations applicable to boards and 
commissions.  The event was also intended to communicate the appreciation of the 
Governor for the services provided by boards and commissions. 

Evangeline Anderson, Michael Marchand, and Blauman attended the event.  They reported 
that the program was excellent – providing useful information and opportunities for 
interaction with persons representing a wide range of boards and commissions throughout 
the State of Washington.  

Klahanie/Greenwood Point/South Cove Annexations:   

Blauman reported that the City of Issaquah is proceeding with annexation of Greenwood 
Point/South Cove based upon the agreement of the citizens of this community to join the 
City and to support bonded indebtedness.   

The City of Issaquah is not currently proceeding with annexation of Klahanie because the 
citizens of that area did support annexation but rejected participation in the bonded 
indebtedness of the City.  

The Issaquah City Council, instead, directed staff to meet with King County officials, City of 
Sammamish officials, and citizens of the area to consider future options for local 
governance.  Those meetings are currently underway. 

Blauman will maintain communications with County officials and City officials to determine 
the status of these actions. 

D.  CORRESPONDENCE 

General correspondence was reviewed briefly.  No questions or issues were raised with 
respect to the substance of the general correspondence.  
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VI   NEW BUSINESS 

A.    NOTICES OF INTENTION 

File No. 2222: City of Renton – Querin Annexation 

The City of Renton proposes to annex approximately 7.3 acres of land within the 
jurisdiction’s Potential Annexation Area.  The Querin Annexation is being proposed at this 
time in order to facilitate the provision of local governance and services to the existing and 
potential future residents of this community.  

*** 

Board members presented no substantive questions or comments with respect to this 
proposed annexation. 

File No. 2223: City of Renton – Hoquiam Annexation 

The City of Renton proposes to annex approximately 20.5 acres of land within the 
jurisdiction’s Potential Annexation Area.  The subject property includes 20 single-family 
dwelling units; at maximum development, the area would include approximately 120 
homes.    The Hoquiam Annexation is being proposed at this time in order to facilitate the 
provision of local governance and services to the existing and potential future residents of 
this community.  

City of Renton officials are considering whether to invoke jurisdiction to expand this 
proposed annexation.  

*** 

Board members presented no substantive questions or comments with respect to this 
proposed annexation. 

File No. 2224 Soos Creek Water & Sewer District – P367S-R Annexation 

The Soos Creek Water & Sewer District proposes to annex approximately 19.84 acres of 
land within the City of Maple Valley.  The District initiated this annexation proposal based 
on a petition by property owners.  The purpose of the annexation is to permit the Soos 
Creek Water & Sewer District to extend sanitary sewer service to the area to serve existing 
homes and future permitted residential development.  The proposed annexation area is 
addressed in the Soos Creek Water & Sewer District Plan.   

B.  PENDING FILES 

Auburn    Bellevue   Issaquah 

Kirkland   Redmond   Renton (4 files)  

Ronald Sewer District      Sammamish   Soos Creek 

SW Suburban Sewer District Tukwila    Woodinville 

   

VII. ADJOURNMENT 

Action:    A. J. Culver moved and Angela Brooks seconded a motion to adjourn the Boundary 
Review Board Regular Meeting.  The Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 8:20 P.M.  

 


